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Compassionate and gracious

Since December 2019, the coronavirus has changed our world inexorably. Only a few months 
ago, nobody would have thought that schools would close, church services could no longer be 
held in the traditional way and hundreds of thousands would lose their jobs in Germany as well. 
In the Philippines, these challenging days mean not only fear of disease but hunger. There the 
bare fact is valid: no work - no money - no food.  In addition, social distancing is not possible at 
all in the slum areas of Cebu. Often a family of 8-10 people lives in a very confined space and the 
huts are crammed together. Hygiene is only possible to a very limited extent. And so it remains 
to be feared that after a first wave of Covid-19 poverty as a result of economic 
slumps and job losses will over- run many people in the Philippines.
In Psalms 86:15 a merciful God is described to us:
„But you, Lord God, are mer- ciful and gracious, patient and of 
great goodness and faithful- ness.
Also Ps. 103:8 and Ps. 145:8 explain to us the nature of God. 
He is concerned about the need of people. And probably 
the story of the Good Sa- maritan is the most well-known 
challenge to us Christians to express this trait of God through 
our actions. And so Christ for Asia Intl. wants to give a sign of 
hope in these days, to meet these people with dignity and to 
be an ambassador of God‘s mercy in these challenging times.
Our employees experience the devastating consequences of 
this pandemic disease every day when they visit the people living on 
the streets. We are challenged to bring God‘s mercy to the poorest of the 
poor in the form of a warm meal or some food to the street, especially at a time like this,“ says one 
of our employees. 
While the consequences of this crisis will keep the Philippines in suspense for a long time to 
come, it remains our concern to give hope by bringing care packages to the streets. We want 
to give a home to children who end up on the streets and then later help families through our 
school with free education.  

But you, Lord, are 
a compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to 
anger, abounding in 
love and faithfulness.

Psalms 86:15



For several weeks we experience a complete lockdown in Cebu City. The 
island of Cebu has been sealed off, no air traffic and no shipping. The city 
borders to the neighboring cities are also closed since March 30th. Mili-
tary and police have checkpoints throughout the city. The government 
has visited every household door to door and distributed a quarantine 
pass for one person per household. With this pass, this one person can go 
to the supermarket at certain hours. 

The children, youth and staff of Christ for Asia International are doing 
well. We at CFAI are also under lock down and we follow the security 
measures of the government. We have received a special permit from 
the government so that certain employees can move „freely“ in the city 
and can pass through the military checkpoints without major problems. 
We are not hoarding, but we are well prepared and instead of the normal 
load of rice, we have bought the double load. The food chain is secured 
and so we should not have any problems here. 

Our childcare givers are staying-inside CFAI now as we provided them 
rooms in our Guesthouse so that our staff is not exposed to the public. 
Also, there are no public transportation anymore which would make it 
impossible for our staff to come to work. Some of our Office Staff are now 
working as much as possible from their own home. 

We are not only concerned about the children in our 
Homes, but also about the children who participate 
in our Feeding- and Community Programs. They are 
affected more than anyone else because these children 
and their families are not on any government list. They 
are not registered and therefore fall through any govern-
ment support networks. These people are living from a 
day to day basis and they are now reaching their abso-
lute limits during the lockdown. We have been asked by 
the government to stop our Feeding Programs in which 
around 150 - 200 children gathered every day. We also 
want to avoid large gatherings to help prevent the virus 
from spreading. Nevertheless, these people are more af-
fected than ever before and need help!

So, we have decided that we want to bring hope into this 
need right here. In coordination with the government we 
have started to distribute hope packages to these fami-
lies on the streets. In a first distribution we put together 
400 packages and distributed over 3 tons of rice, a ton 
of canned food, vegetables and many face masks and 
hygiene articles. Each package was designed with Bible 
verses and distributed by our staff. The need is great, and 
the government is overwhelmed. Since our staff is more 
familiar than the government, where the street families 
are hiding in these days, we take the lead in coordinating 
the distribution. Also, other organizations and churches 
that would like to distribute relief supplies are looking 
for support from our team for their experience with the 
people in the streets. We are afraid that this is only the 
beginning. And the longer the complete lockdown of the 
city lasts, the more threatening it becomes for the peo-
ple on the streets. That is why we are not stopping here. 
We are continuing our efforts and the next relief good 
operations are already being prepared. 

Our children in the homes also 
make good use of their free 
time and have designed several 
hundreds of creative letters and 
cards with Bible verses and en-
couraging messages. These are 
now being distributed to pa-
tients in coordination with the 
local hospitals. It is amazing to 
see our children, how they have 
been given new hope and how 
they do not hesitate to share 
about the good news and what 
has given them new hope in 
their lives. What an encourage-
ment for many patients who are 
scared for their lives battling 
covid-19. 

The college students in our dorms have volunteered to be „run-
ners“ for the senior citizens in the neighborhood. Senior citizens are 
no longer allowed to leave the house - and many who do not have 
local families are now stuck and can no longer go to the supermar-
ket. Here our young people have already been a great blessing for 
many seniors and have done the marketing for them. 

People are in great need…

How our children found ways to 
share hope….

Cebu City 
takes a break....



My name is Lin-Lin* and I am the oldest of my siblings. My life had never been 
very easy, because I grew up in a family in great poverty. My mother never really 
had a job and my father had no regular income. Through the feeding program 
of Christ for Asia International I got the opportunity to attend the Nehemiah 
School of opportunity - for free! And since then not only my life has changed 
but also that of my family. One of my highlights at CFAI was not only the school, 
but also the weekly youth discipleship training on Friday evenings. I am happy 
that through CFAI I got to know Jesus who gave my life new meaning. Whenev-
er I came home to my parents, I told them how great Jesus is. My parents are no 
Christians, but they are now very interested and open. Again, and again I have 
invited them to the CFAI church and recently they joined for the first time. They 
have also already participated in a Bible study group from CFAI. Even though 
my parents do not yet fully understand it, but Jesus has given our family new 
hope. Since I was allowed to go to school at CFAI the situation of my family has 
improved. Both my parents now have a steady job and a regular income. We 
also understand each other much better as a family and have become really 
close together. I know that Jesus has made this possible and I am convinced 

that my parents will also notice this sooner or later. I don‘t give up and continue telling them about my relationship with 
Jesus. 
A few weeks ago, I finished my 10th grade at CFAI and after the summer break I will go to a secondary school. I would like 
to study civil engineering and I would like to help with CFAI‘s feeding program as well. I will be forever grateful to God as 
he has helped me and my family and given us new hope. 

* name changed

God sees my family

“I can’t use the word “coincidence”, “accidents” or the phrase “it just happened” to everything that hap-
pened in my 25 years of existence. I believe that everything happens for a reason. I believe that everything 
is made according to His purpose. I experienced a lot of troubles, ups and downs, problems and many fail-
ures that I can consider myself as a “worrier”. I always feel anxious without knowing I’m already confused 
with my purpose in life. I know that life is a battle. No matter how tough or cool my life is, there is always 
a battle. But God reminds me in His words in Jeremiah 29:11 I will never stop thanking the people behind 
my success. Thank you because you never get tired of helping me and for molding me to be what I am 
today. Thank you for encouraging me when I’m down and hopeless. Without you all, I don’t know where I 
am now. I just graduated and I can call myself an Electrical Engineer now. But I will never forget that all of 
these achievements are all a blessing from the Lord. Thank you to CFAI for this opportunity and following 
God´s call to reach out to me. “

As they have said education is the key to success. I am doing everything that I can for me to be able to 
continue my studies. Even if I had been experiencing some problems in school, having a hard time under-
standing the lessons and having all the challenges, those problems do not hinder me in my studies and 
will never be the reason for me to stop. I am very thankful to my CFAI family in guiding me through this 
journey of mine. And by your great help, support and prayers I can continue and overcome all of these. I 
am grateful for Gods blessings and strength that He has given me day by day in pursuing my dreams and 
making my life meaningful, though my life isn’t that easy and though I might find it hard sometimes, God’s 
mercy and love has never failed me. Without His help, I wouldn’t be able to reach these successes.

Our Graduates

We are glad to see the fruit of the labor and investment from our staff and our kids as we can celebrate an-
other batch of Graduates this summer. We have four students who have graduated from Grade 10 from our 
Nehemiah School of Opportunities. Four Graduates from Grade 12 and three Bachelor Graduates from Col-
lege (Electrical Engineer, Social Work and Tourism). Congratulations for all 11 Graduates and a big thanks to 
all of our hard-working staff for their investment in their lives. We are also very grateful for the Sponsors, Do-
nors and Partners who made these achievements possible. And to our Students: We are very proud of you!



Six months of International Ministry School had many challenges for our six students from Germany and the Philippines that 
had to be overcome. Whether it was language, culture, humidity and tropical heat or the fact that they had to cope without 
their own room for a few months, there were plenty of opportunities for broadening experiences and growth. The school 
was characterized by periods of teaching and personal coaching, but also by active periods of work in order to put into 
practice what had been learned. 
For me it was a privilege to be able to attend the graduation ceremony via video and to listen to the many reports and tes-
timonies of the students. Passion and devotion have grown, young people made valuable experiences in their faith, many 
people in the Philippines were reached with the Gospel - in short: it was really worth it. 
In September 2020 the next class of our International Ministry School will start and we are excited to see what God will put 
into this time for every single student. 

---Registrations are still possible---

Here a student reports in his own words:
The IMS was a mega experience for me. On the one hand, there was the theory from which I was able to apply a lot in the 
practical phases and on the other hand, I was able to grow strongly in my faith. For me the practical phase, as a trained 
carpenter and future theology student, was of course the highlight. We visited churches, were sometimes also strongly 
challenged, but these times brought us together as a team and taught us very practically how we can tell people about God 
in everyday life, but also in a church. As the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20) already says: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations...” We were equipped for this mission in the Philippines. But let us not forget that you can be a true 
missionary right where you are now. Especially now during the Corona crisis.
Be blessed.         Sebastian Huber

Volunteers back in Germany

Graduation  International Ministry School

Europe tour  canceled

Our Filipino Team for the Europe Tour has already rehearsed for the outreach; church 
visits and events were planned. We were in great anticipation for the time in Germa-
ny, Austria and Switzerland - and then, as for many of us, everything changed. No 
assembly, borders closed - so with a heavy heart we had to postpone the outreach. 
But postponed is not lifted. We plan and hope that this outreach can take place in 
May 2021.
We will also postpone the mission banquet to a later date. You will hear from us 
again.

From the bottom of our hearts we thank our team of volunteers who wanted to 
support us through their Internship. Unfortunately, due to the current situation, 
they had to break up their time in Cebu and return to Germany. We wish each of 
them a good start in Germany. Here is a flashlight from one of our volunteers:

During my internship at Christ for Asia Intl. I was able to experience a unique and 
impressive time. I saw with my own eyes what it means to grow up in poverty. At 
the same time, I experienced how the girls and boys in the children‘s homes are 
given a roof over their heads, regular meals and security.  This means finding a new 
home and thus a chance to get out of poverty. It is nice to invest a year in the lives 
of these children and to build relationship with them. Their shining children‘s eyes 
and their warm laughter still inspire me today.      
        Maike Sauer

Bank account Germany:
JMS Altensteig
- Philippines-
Volksbank Nordschwarzwald

IBAN:  DE92 6426 1853 0062 5430 24
BIC:  GENODES1PGW

Bank account Switzerland:
Christ For Asia Intl.
PC-Konto
Konto-Nr.: 85-584261-3

or via PayPal through our Webpage

Christ for Asia International
Bahnhofstraße 45
72213 Altensteig

Telefon:  +49-7453 -275-42
E-mail:  office@christforasia.info

www.christforasia.info
www.facebook.com/Christ.for.Asia

Christ for Asia
P.O. Box 1061
6000 Cebu City
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