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Become like
children.. .
The Family Center, which opened in the beginning of 2021 in the heart of Cebu City, is running at full speed.
Every morning and afternoon we welcome street kids in small groups of 15-20 kids to the Family Center. The
team takes more than two hours for fun and games, dances with the kids, worship, and an exciting story
from the Bible. In the Bible we learn how incredibly important children are in God‘s eyes. In the Gospel of
Matthew, Jesus says:
„Truly I tell you: Unless you repent and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself, and become as this child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.“
When the children come to our Family Center, they come as they are - with their dirty and sometimes broken T-Shirts, some don‘t even have pants on, just a big T-Shirt worn like a dress. Others have no flip-flops
or shoes and come barefoot. But that doesn‘t stop them from coming to see us at the Family Center. They
are so excited to hear the story that our team will tell them in a creative way. Many things could keep these
children from coming to us. Their dirty clothes, the shame of not being clean, the thoughts of what others
think about them.
Likewise, there are also many things that keep us from coming to Jesus. But Jesus only cares about one thing,
that we come as we are, with our rough edges and dirty clothes. Because if we come and give everything we
have to Jesus, then we have free hands to receive from HIM. The street children in our Family Center can
experience this practically. They are showered and given new clothes by our staff. They get to experience
what it means to come to Jesus as we are, to receive from HIM.
What is hindering you from coming to Jesus just as you are? Maybe you think you have nothing to offer Jesus
- then I want to encourage you to „Become like children“ and come as you are. Or you‘ve been walking with
Jesus for a long time and maybe have an active role in your church and wonder what people in your church
would think - then I want to encourage you too, become like children and come as you are without thinking
about what others will think about you. Let‘s become like children who don‘t think they are too good or
too bad for Jesus. No, they come to Jesus because they want to know more about him and everything else
doesn‘t matter. As an organization we want to welcome the street children with open arms and accept them
as they are.

STEADFAST - EQUIPPED FEARLESS
That‘s what this year‘s summer camp with all our staff and kids was all
about. We were a group of over 150 participants. For each day we had
brilliant guest speakers invited to take our kids and staff into the theme.
Starting with what we believe and how this makes us STEADFAST. Then
the second day was about how we are EQUIPPED for life‘s challenges
with Jesus by our side. This then led to our main theme, when we stand
firm in what we believe and know how we are empowered and equipped, then we can live FEARLESS despite all the challenges, problems
and losses we face in life. On this topic, we had invited a successful and
nationally known TV host who shared how he fearlessly stands in his
faith also in dealing with the rich people and his acquaintances and does
not compromise. He has an incredible life story, and it was a great encouragement to our kids.
All 150 campers were divided into groups and each night they gave a
presentation on what they learned from each topic. They expressed this
creatively in plays, dances and much more. The days were also filled
with great activities, games and fun. And on the last night, our staff had
prepared a very special evening for our kids. The points that the kids had
earned throughout the camp through punctuality, cleanliness and from
the games they won, they were able to redeem at the „NIGHT MARKET
OF THE FEARLESS“. Since our kids could not leave our CFAI compound
for over a year because of Covid19, we brought all the special food stalls
from the famous night market of Cebu City to our CFAI Compound. Over
20 food stalls were set up by our staff and stocked with Cebu City‘s
specialties. From barbecue stalls to fruit salad, popcorn stalls and much
more. There was also dart throwing, toy craning and all with a live band
which acoustically sweetened the evening.
It was an absolute highlight - but not yet the end of the camp. Because
on the last day we were invited to a beach party by the owner of a large
resort. The owner provided free lunch for all 150 kids and staff. For our
kids, it was their first time at the sea in over a year, and right at a great
private resort with a white sand beach. It is awesome to see how God
has moved this owner to show our kids how precious they are.
There we had our victory party as a whole group and baptism for some
young people right in the sea. They consciously committed their lives to
God.
All in all, the camp was a huge highlight, especially since last year was
the first time in 22 years that we were unable to hold a camp due to the
lockdown. Therefore, this year it was even more special for the kids, and
they could grow in their faith and are now STANDING - EQUIPPED and
FEARLESS in life.

15 years of education for street children

We have a lot to celebrate this year as well. In May 2021, we celebrated 15-years of NEHEMIA SCHOOL OF OPPORTUNITIES and could look back with gratitude on 15 years of God‘s provision. Many lives that have been given hope for
their future not only academically through NSOI school, but they have also been allowed to grow in their relationship
with God.
This year, for example, we celebrated 24 graduates who were able to complete their schooling.
In our new Family Center, we have 39 street children who have not had the chance to go to school. Some of them
are 12-13 years old and cannot even write their own name. For these 39 children we are offering a place at our NSOI
school in the coming school year. This is a big challenge for our teachers and staff, because now we have online
classes, as face-to-face classes are still prohibited by law. The 39 street children will participate in online classes at
our Family Center.
If the education of these children is on your heart, you can make a one-time donation for more computers or sponsor a monthly school place at the following link. For the families of these 39 children, we were able to provide
education & jobs for a total of 28 fathers and mothers with our business partners. We are very grateful to God that
he has opened many doors for us in the past months, which now become a blessing for families on the street.

https://christforasia.info/en/donations/

VIRTUAL VISIT TO CEBU CITY
On June 27, 2021, we had a virtual visit to the kids of CFAI in Cebu
City. Our kids had prepared a great LIVE program with life testimonies, dances and presentations and our kids took us on a tour
around the CFAI compound and into a regular day in the life of
the kids in the orphanages. If you were not able to attend this live
program, you can watch the program on Youtube at the following
link or simply scan this QR code and you will be automatically redirected.
www.christforasia.info/besuch

https://bit.ly/BesuchLIVE
(observe exact spelling)

LIFE IN A WOODEN LADDER CAR
Sianna* lives on the street with her mother and little sister. Everything they own
is stowed in their wooden ladder cart. With this wooden ladder cart they move
through the streets and sleep in front of the shop windows at the roadside. At
night they collect garbage and plastic bottles. They then sell it and use the money
to buy face masks and shields, which they sell during the day in front of the big
shopping malls. In all stores, face masks and shields are a must. The 8-year-old
Sianna sometimes sits alone all day long in front of the shopping center on the
roadside of a 5-lane traffic circle selling these face shields. Her mother is out scavenging for trash and recyclables.
Sianna is severely malnourished and often very sick. This was red alert for our
team. Sianna is temporarily admitted to our Nehemiah Children‘s Home while
the team from our Family Center tries to find a permanent job for her mother.
Sianna will then also be enrolled in 1st grade at our Nehemiah School of Opportunities in the coming school year. There are many life stories like hers in Cebu
City, intensified especially by the Covid19 pandemic. In the following link, Glenda
tells us her life story, as she too roamed the streets with a wooden ladder car
back then. She is now in her 3rd year at university and takes us into her story. You
can watch the video at the following link or just scan the QR CODE.
*name changed

www.bit.ly/CFAIvideos
(observe exact spelling)
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Construction on our farm is at 70% and we anticipate that eight of our boys
will be able to move to the farm by the end of August. Our houseparents
Brian & Annelyn have already moved to the farm since early July and are overlooking the construction. At the end of July, our Leadership team was able to
meet with various representatives from the Department of Social Welfare,
Government and the Department of Agriculture to present CFAI‘s ministry.
We are happy to say that we are very welcome there and they appreciate our
help and work among street children. Bogo City itself, 5 km away, is already
struggling with poverty and street children with its 100,000 inhabitants and
have already asked us if we could take in three siblings whose parents died in
the drug war. The local government is at its limits and is looking forward to our
support in their area and we are excited to see how God wants to use us there
in the future.
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